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Dear Members of the Education Committee,

I am writing this testimony in support of H.B. No. 5280, as the Assistant Coordinator of
Bilingual, ESL, World and Dual Language Department in New Britain Public Schools, as an
administrator and advocate for Dual Language seed grant programs and per pupil grant amount
for bilingual education. New Britain Public Schools is launching a new Spanish Dual Language
Program in 2022-2023 for incoming Kindergarten first grade students at DiLoreto Magnet
School and we are very much in support of additional legislative support for our students.

Dual Language or two-way language immersion programs are designed to promote second
language and socio-cultural learning. With an ever-expanding population of culturally and
linguistically diverse students who are enrolled in public schools in Connecticut, there is an
undeniable need to provide informed educational planning for bilingual, multilingual and
culturally diverse students to close the achievement gap between English Learners and non-EL
students. Two-way language immersion programs that integrate Spanish and English speaking
students have always demonstrated impressive achievement gains (Lindholm-Leary, 2001;
Thomas and Collier, 2002) Successful two-way immersion programs value both languages and
have their ultimate goal of bilingualism for all students (Brisk, 2005).  As our societies become
more multilingual, having more resources to support two-way or dual language programs are
critical since these programs face a great challenge in maintaining equitable language use by
Spanish speaking students (Fitts, 2006; Hadi-Tabassum, 2006; Potowski, 2007).

The concept of being bilingual should be considered an asset, acquired through the study and use
of a language other than English or as a natural gift from growing up in a bilingual family and be
afforded to students so that they may achieve high levels of biliteracy and biculturalism within a
public school setting. With seed grant funding, Dual Language programs will be able to provide
high quality language arts, math, science and social studies materials as well as additional
professional development opportunities for teachers to implement research based instruction and
program evaluation. Additional funding is needed to enable Dual Language programs to
implement high quality instruction and appropriate assessment measures to monitor student
achievement and progress toward bilingual and biliterate outcomes.
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